
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN LIBERAL STUDIES 

CUSTOMIZE YOUR DEGREE TO ADVANCE 
IN A WIDE RANGE OF FIELDS 
Design your education to suit your individual talents, past 
experiences, and future career goals. Purdue University 
Global’s liberal-studies-based degree prepares you for  
a variety of job opportunities across many industries.  
This flexible program lets you maximize credits from prior 
institutions, military training, or other experiential learning, 
while allowing you to hone in on the topics and skills that 
will benefit you most. We also offer a concentration in 
leadership for students interested in leading in diverse 
settings. With this unique degree pathway, you are in 
control of what you study.
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WHY EARN A LIBERAL STUDIES DEGREE AT PURDUE GLOBAL? 

ONLINE FLEXIBILITY FOR WORKING ADULTS 
Complete your coursework 100% online, on your schedule. You can also visit one of our 
regional locations to take advantage of local, onsite support and services. 

TRANSFER CREDITS 
Transfer up to 75% of your degree requirements to accelerate completion of your degree  
and save on tuition. In addition to credit for prior courses, you can earn college credit for  
your work, military, volunteer, and life experiences.1 

FACULTY EXPERTISE 
Learn from professionals with extensive experience in a broad range of specialties.  
All professors possess advanced academic degrees and relevant industry credentials. 

ONE-ON-ONE MENTORING 
Collaborate closely with a faculty advisor to develop your individual learning plan. Work 
directly with faculty through online discussion boards and faculty office hours, and enjoy  
no-cost individual tutoring. In addition, academic and career advisors are dedicated to  
helping you balance school with your career and life responsibilities. 

INTRODUCTORY TRIAL PERIOD 
Make sure online learning at Purdue Global is right for you. Enroll in the University and try  
our classes for 3 weeks before you owe any tuition. That’s the Purdue Global Commitment.2 

NATIONALLY RANKED  
AND RESPECTED 
Purdue Global is part of the respected 
Purdue University system. One of the 
most prestigious research universities 
in the world, Purdue University is 
ranked in the top 10 best public 
universities in the U.S. by The Wall Street 
Journal/Times Higher Education.3
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CURRICULUM 

In addition to gaining a strong foundation in writing, math, science, and the humanities,  
you can personalize your degree by choosing from a wide pool of open electives. Courses  
are reviewed and revised regularly by industry experts to ensure they reflect the most  
recent developments and practices in each field. 

CORE COURSE TOPICS INCLUDE: 
• Communications and writing 

• Ethics 

• Statistics 

• Psychology 

• Nutrition 

• Conflict resolution 

• Critical thinking 

• Gender studies 

CAPSTONE PROJECT 
The program culminates in a final capstone project, which gives you the opportunity to 
demonstrate your mastery of course material by applying it to real-world challenges in  
the field that interests you most. 

LEADERSHIP CONCENTRATION 
Develop the expertise to take on management and leadership roles in any industry.  
Courses in this concentration include: 

• Strategic Communication 

• Leadership in Practice 

• Organizational Behavior 

• Conflict Management and Team Dynamics 

ACCELERATED MASTER’S DEGREE OPTION 
Work toward a Purdue Global master’s degree in public administration, educational 
psychology, human services, legal studies, or psychology while you earn your bachelor’s 
degree.4 Complete both your bachelor’s and master’s degrees in less time and at a lower 
cost than completing both programs separately. 

PROGRAM DETAIL 
Credit Hours: 180 

Program Length: 2–4 years (With transfer credit and other prior experience, the average 
completion time for Purdue Global bachelor’s degree graduates in 2018-2019 was less than  
2 years.) 5 

Course Load: 2–3 per term 

Terms: 10 weeks long 

Start Dates: Throughout the year 

“The Bachelor of Science in Liberal  
Studies at Purdue Global is an excellent 
fit for students who have varied  
interests and/or want to use transfer 
credits to complete a degree. Students 
can individualize their course choices  
to align with their professional and  
personal preferences and to help  
maximize transfer credits.” 

Lisa Wright, PT, PhD 
Liberal Studies Professor6 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS 
• Bachelor of Science in Communication 

• Bachelor of Science in Human  
Services in Youth/Family Services  
and Administration 

• Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
(Addictions, Applied Behavior Analysis, 
and I/O Psychology) 

• Master of Science in Human Services 

• Master of Science in Psychology 

• Master of Public Administration
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CAREER AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

INDUSTRY OUTLOOK7 

• Employers often rank skills such as critical thinking/problem-
solving, teamwork/collaboration, oral/written communication, 
and professionalism/work ethic among the essential 
competencies they look for in recent college graduates. 

• Strong written-communication skills, such as those developed 
in this program, are highly sought-after by employers. 

CAREER SERVICES 
Our team of Career Specialists offers the following services: 

• Job search and networking support 

• Career assessment/exploration 

• Resume and cover letter review 

• Interview preparation/mock interviews 

• Portfolio development to showcase your skills 

• Assistance in building an online presence 

• Virtual career fairs 

• 24/7 online access to job openings  
and career development tools 

CAREER PATHWAYS AND OUTCOMES8 

This program prepares students to acquire the breadth of knowledge 
required to pursue positions in a variety of fields, depending on the 
concentration chosen. 

Roles 

Because each student creates an individualized learning plan, roles 
will vary. Examples of possible career paths: 

• Business manager 

• First-line supervisor of office and administrative  
support workers 

• Administrative services manager 

Industries 

• Business 

• Education 

• Social services 

• Private/government agencies 

Accredited by The Higher Learning Commission 

This accreditation covers all academic programs, all regional locations, 
and all programs provided via distance education. Contact the HLC at 
HLCommission.org or call 800-621-7440. 

Military Friendly 

We offer reduced tuition rates for servicemembers, veterans,  
and spouses. 

Contact an Admissions Advisor at 844-PURDUE-G or visit PurdueGlobal.edu. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: PLEASE READ 

For comprehensive consumer information, visit Info.PurdueGlobal.edu. 

1 Purdue Global does not guarantee transferability of credit from any of these sources. See the University Catalog for Prior Learning Assessment policy. 

2  No financial obligation beyond the application fee. Classes count toward a degree if satisfactorily completed. No credits are earned if the student withdraws during the introductory period (3 weeks for new 
qualifying undergraduate students), which begins day one of the first term. Students who choose to continue their studies at Purdue Global will need to meet specific requirements. Graduate programs not 
included. Additional terms may apply to international and non-U.S. citizen students. For further information, see the University Catalog. 

3  Source: www.timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-public-universities-united-states. Rankings apply to Purdue University West Lafayette and not to Purdue Global. 

4  The University cannot guarantee that students will be granted admission to any future programs. Speak to an Advisor about transfer credit opportunities and see the University Catalog for the Prior Learning 
Assessment policy. 

5  The average program length for Purdue Global online bachelor’s degree students who graduated in the 2018–2019 academic year was 1.9 years. Source: Purdue Global Office of Reporting and Analysis,  
August 2019. 

6  This testimonial was obtained by Purdue University Global. The views and opinions expressed are those of the individual; experiences may vary. 

7 Source: National Association of Colleges and Employers, The Four Career Competencies Employer Value Most, March 29, 2019. 

8  Purdue Global’s programs are designed to prepare graduates to pursue the stated positions, which have varying responsibilities. However, the University cannot guarantee employment or career 
advancement. Additional training or certification may be required. In addition, job titles and responsibilities may vary by organization. Prior experience may be necessary for leadership positions. 
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